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1 Introduction 

1.1.1 This Statement of Community Involvement (‘SCI’) provides a summary of the community 

engagement carried out by the applicants, Camblesforth Solar Farm Limited, a subsidiary 
of Island Green Power (IGP) and P3P Partners (P3P), in relation to their proposal for the 

development of a ground mounted solar farm at Land at Camela Lane, Camblesforth, North 

Yorkshire. 

1.1.2 The subject site consists approximately 112.73 hectares of agricultural fields located to the 

north of the village of Camblesforth, on each side of Camela Land and Barlow Road. The 
site lies to the south of the village of Balrow and sits within the visual context of Drax 

Power Station, less than 1km to the east of the site. The proposals consist the installation 

of a solar farm, and associated infrastructure. A full description of proposed development 
is contained within section 3.2 of the Planning Statement submitted with the planning 

application. 

1.1.3 The proposal is the result of an involved and iterative pre-application process of site 

assessment, design review and development, involving the Applicant and their consultant 
team, officers at Selby District Council (SDC), the general public, local ward members, and 

key stakeholders.  

1.1.4 A full planning application for the proposed development, has now been submitted to SDC, 

who will undertake their own process of consultation on the proposal. 

1.1.5 This SCI outlines the consultation that has been undertaken to inform the application which 

has to date included a public engagement exercise, including: 

▪ A leaflet (shown at Appendix A) sent to residents within a defined area surrounding 

the application site (Appendix B), informing them of and inviting them to view, the 
proposal via an online consultation webpage or to request copies of the consultation 

material by post or email; 

▪ A notice within the two local newspapers (Appendix C), inviting readers to view the 

proposal online or to request copies of the consultation material by post or email; 

▪ The opportunity for people to view the proposals via an online consultation webpage, 

or by posted consultation spreads (Appendix D), and to provide comments via a 

feedback form over a two week period (Appendix E). 

▪ Parish councils, ward councillors, planning committee members, county councillors, 

and key stakeholders were also contacted (Appendices F) prior to the online 

consultation and invited to make representations. 

1.1.6 The draft proposal has also been discussed with officers at SDC through the formal pre-

application advice service. The approach taken to officer and stakeholder engagement and 
the comments received during this pre-application process, are summarised in the Planning 

Statement and relevant technical reports which are submitted in support of the planning 

application.  

1.1.7 This SCI provides an overview of the community and political consultation exercise 

undertaken and explains how the comments received have helped inform the proposed 

development where appropriate. 

1.1.8 The applicant team has considered the comments received and our responses to those 
queries raised are documented within this report and reflected in the application submission 

documentation where relevant. 

  



Land north and south of Camela Lane, Camblesforth 

Statement of Community Involvement 

 

  
April 2021 

 

  

3 

2 Policy Context 

2.1 National Planning Policy Framework 

2.1.1 The National Planning Policy Framework (‘The Framework’) (revised and adopted February 

2019) places an onus on the applicant to engage in pre-application discussions with local 

planning officers prior to submitting a planning application. 

2.1.2 IGP and P3P are mindful of the guidance in the Framework on these matters and have 

undertaken an engagement exercise in pursuit of these objectives. 

2.1.3 Paragraphs 39 to 42 of the Framework give guidance on pre-application engagement and 
front-loading of applications in an effort to achieve better decisions from local planning 

authorities. 

2.1.4 Paragraph 39 supports pre-application engagement and stipulates that “early engagement 
has significant potential to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the planning 
application system for all parties”, while paragraph 40 more explicitly encourages 
applicants “to engage with the local community and, where relevant, with statutory and 
non-statutory consultees, before submitting their applications.” 

2.1.5 Paragraph 41 goes on to state that “the more issues that can be resolved at pre-application 
stage…the greater the benefits”. An early consideration of fundamental issues that could 

arise in respect of a proposed development is important and this should involve the 

“participation of other consenting bodies in pre-application discussions” (Paragraph 42). 

2.1.6 To help move towards the goal of achieving well-designed places, the guidance in 
paragraph 128 of the Framework states that “applicants will be expected to work closely 
with those directly affected by their proposals to evolve designs that take account of the 
views of the community”. It goes on to state that proposals for new development will be 
looked on more favourably should they demonstrate ongoing design development through 

public consultation. 

2.2 Selby District Council Statement of Community Involvement 

2.2.1 The current Selby District Council Statement of Community Involvement (SCI), which was 

adopted in December 2007, sets the Council’s expectation that applicants of significant 

proposals will engage with the community as part of the development control process.  

2.2.2 The SCI recommends the following methods for applicants to engage with the communities 

affected by larger-scale proposals: 

▪ Press adverts  

▪ Community meetings  

▪ Exhibitions (opening hours to include out of office hours) 

▪ Information on village notice boards  

▪ Delivery of explanatory leaflets  

2.2.3 As part of the emerging local plan, a draft SCI has been consulted on in November 2019. 

The emerging SCI puts more emphasis on community engagement by applicants, 
encouraging all applicants making major proposals to carry out their own pre-application 

public consultation. 

2.2.4 The emerging SCI further gives material weight to the submission of an SCI, and expects 

consultations to give a genuine opportunity to the community for involvement and influence 

on the emerging proposals.  
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3 Overview of Engagement 

3.1 Neighbours 

3.1.1 Leaflets (Appendix A) were distributed on 9th October 2020 to 2,559 residences and 

businesses within the local area surrounding the site. A diagram is enclosed at Appendix 
B showing the distribution area, which covers some 56km2, encompassing the parishes of 

Barlow, Burn, Carlton, Camblesforth, Drax, Hirst Courtney, Long Drax, and Temple Hirst. 

3.1.2 The leaflet invited residents to view the consultation webpage for further information about 

the proposal. The webpage was launched on 15th October 2020 and was hosted at 
www.lanproservices.co.uk/camblesforth. Postal versions of the consultation material were 

made available upon request to anyone unable to access the website (posted consultation 

version included at Appendix D). Both website viewers, and those receiving 
documentation by post were provided the opportunity to provide comment via a feedback 

form (Appendix E) submitted by post or email to Lanpro over a two-week period from the 

15th to the 29th October 2020.  

3.2 District and County Councillors 

3.2.1 The applicants sought to engage with political stakeholders at multiple levels in relation to 
the proposals. As part of the consultation, ward councillors, Selby District Planning 

Committee Members, and North Yorkshire County Councillors for the areas covered by the 
consultation area were invited via email and accompanying leaflet to view the consultation 

proposals and to seek any further information they may require regarding the scheme from 

Lanpro. 

3.2.2 Those members consulted were: 

Ward Councillors County Councillors Selby District Planning 
Committee Members 

Mark Crane (Brayton) 

Ian Chilvers (Brayton)* 

Mike Jordan (Camblesforth & 

Carlton)† 

Chris Pearson (Hambleton)*† 

Mike Jordan (South Selby) 

Clifford Lunn (Selby Brayton) 

John McCartney (Osgoldcross)* 

 

John Cattanach (Chair) 

John Mackman (Vice-Chair)  

Keith Ellis  

Don Mackay  

Robert Packham 

Steven Shaw-Wright  

Mark Topping  

Paul Welch  

 

David Buckle  

Stephanie Duckett 

Keith Franks  

Tim Grogan  

Richard Musgrave  

*Also Planning Committee Member, †Also County Councillor 

3.3 Parish Councils 

3.3.1 The parish councils of all 8 parishes covered by the consultation area (Barlow, Burn, 

Carlton, Camblesforth, Drax, Hirst Courtney, Long Drax, and Temple Hirst) were contacted 
on 9th October. As were the aforementioned local councillors, the parish councillors were 

invited via email (in the case of Temple Hirst, post) and accompanying leaflet to view the 

consultation proposals and to seek any further information they may require regarding the 

scheme from Lanpro. 

3.4 General Public 

3.4.1 The public consultation was announced and advertised in both the print and digital editions 

of two local newspapers on the 15th October. The papers were the Selby Times, distributed 

to the entire consultation area, and the Castleford & Pontefract Express, distributed to the 

http://www.lanproservices.co.uk/camblesforth
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southern portion of the consultation area. The recommendation to publish in both 

newspapers was made by local planning officers during pre-application engagement. 

3.4.2 A copy of the notice advertised in both the Selby Times, and the Castleford & Pontefract 

Express are included at Appendix C. 

3.5 Other Stakeholders 

3.5.1 The proposals were also advertised via a series of posts on LinkedIn.  A copy of the 

consultation leaflet was provided with a link to the consultation website. 

3.5.2 The Burn Gliding Club, which operates from Burn Airfield (approximately 3km to the west 
of the site) was directly contacted by post due to the potential for the proposals to impact 

on their business. The Gliding Club was invited to view the consultation website and make 

representations directly to Lanpro. 
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4 Comments Received 

4.1 Local People 

4.1.1 A good level of positive interest has been expressed in the proposed development.  

4.1.2 A total of 1,030 people viewed the consultation webpage. A total of 22 people made 
comments, both by email and by post, of whom 11 completed and returned feedback 

forms. A further 13 email and postal enquiries or letters were received either requesting 
assistance, further information, or requesting postal copies of the consultation information.. 

A summary of the responses received are summarised in Tables 4.1 and 4.2 below. 

Table 4.1 – Summary of feedback form responses (11no.)received 

Question Yes No Neutral/ 

Unclear 

1. Do you support the need for renewable 

energy, including solar farms? 
7 2 2 

2. Do you think the proposals will make a useful 

contribution to generating renewable energy? 
5 5 1 

3. Do you think the site has the potential to be 

well screened? 
3 7 1 

4. Do you think the key views we are proposing 

for the landscape assessment to inform 

landscape proposals for screening are the right 

ones? 

3 7 1 

5. Are there any local sensitivities / 

characteristics that the development needs to 

pay particular regard to? 

8 1 2 

 

Table 4.2 – Summary of all comments received 

Comments Occurrence 

PRINCIPLE OF DEVELOPMENT 

Support renewable energy development 13 

Disagree with location of development 7 

Development will contribute to local and national renewable energy production goals 3 

Concerns of proximity to dwellings on Camela Lane 2 

Energy produced insignificant for area harmed/disrupted 2 

Wind energy is more efficient and has lower embodied CO2 2 

Competing with employment at Drax 1 

Scale of development too large 1 

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT 

Issue with location due to existing impact from Drax 7 

Do not think the site will be well screened enough 5 

Concern regarding impact of security fencing 4 

Issues regarding glare for residents 4 

Visual impact/impact on residential amenity 3 

No views assessed from properties adjacent to the site 2 

Planting will enhance visual experience of solar farm 1 

Planting will take too long to mature 1 

SOCIAL IMPACTS 

Detrimental impact on use/enjoyment of footpaths/bridleways 9 
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Detrimental impact on wildlife and habitats 9 

Impact on rural character 7 

Impact of construction traffic on unsuitable road network (inc. A1041) 6 

Devaluation of property 4 

Higher grade agricultural land should not be used for solar farms 4 

Use of Camela Land and Barlow Road affected due to construction 4 

Financial support to Camblesforth parish for community projects 2 

Concern regarding security to discourage vandalism and theft 1 

Concerns about potential for on-site lighting 1 

Issues regarding disruption from construction 1 

Site’s ability to continue to function for surface water drainage 1 

RECOMMENDATIONS  

Sites should utilise former industrial/unfarmed areas 4 

Need to consider impact on Barlow Common LNR 2 

Do not agree area NW of Barlow Road should be included 1 

Focus development around east end nearest to Drax/P3P 1 

Open boundary to A1041 needs screening 1 

OTHER/TECHNICAL COMMENTS 

Issues connecting to website/feedback form 3 

Inconsistency of red line on Plate 9 landscape views 1 

 

4.1.3 Beyond the scope of the formal consultation, the applicant and consultant team were made 

aware of informal commentary being hosted on a local community Facebook group called 
S.O.S. (Save our Selby). A post, including a link to the formal consultation webpage, was 

published by a member of the public on 15th October (see Appendix F for full details and 

comments). 

4.1.4 As of the point of the collection of data for this SCI, at 10:00 on 6th November 2020, 

interaction on the published Facebook post amounted to 39 likes, 115 comments, and 10 

shares. 

4.1.5 Of the 1,030 people in total to have visited the consultation website, 789 accessed via the 

link hosted on the aforementioned Facebook post. 

4.1.6 Given the unformatted nature of discussion on this type of platform, it is interesting to see 

how the public have made comments on the proposals outside the structure of the 
consultant team consultation and feedback form. The consultant team note that many of 

the issues raised are similar to those formally submitted, but was encouraged by the 
seemingly wider level of support within the community. However, a key limitation of this is 

having no understanding of whether or not these people live within the consultation area, 

or are focussed more within Selby town.  

4.2 Other Key Stakeholders 

4.2.1 Of the total of 20 ward councillors, county councillors, and planning committee members 
contacted as part of the consultation, only Cllr John Cattanach, Chair of the Selby District 

Council Planning Committee made any representation to the consultation. 

4.2.2 Due to the councillor’s position, they did not want to make any comments on the proposals 
so as not to make any pre-defined judgement prior to the formal application being heard 

at planning committee. 

Parish Councils 

4.2.3 As of 6th November 2020, only Barlow Parish Council, of the 7 parishes contacted, has 

made representations to the consultation.  



Land north and south of Camela Lane, Camblesforth 

Statement of Community Involvement 

 

  
April 2021 

 

  

8 

4.2.4 Barlow Parish Council are supportive of the principle of the use of land for a solar farm, 

and recognise its contribution to renewable energy generation. The parish does raise points 

of concern that they wish to see addressed in the formal planning application. Foremost, 
the impact on local traffic during the construction phase, including impact on safety of non-

vehicular movements on roads and public rights of way around the site. The council also 
seeks further information on how visual impacts will be addressed through detailed planting 

schemes. Finally, the council seek assurances on the ecological and environmental impacts 

of the development, including on surface water drainage. 

Other Consultees 

4.2.5 Also not directly contacted as part of this consultation, representations have been received 

from the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust (YWT). 

4.2.6 YWT do not any specific commentary on their view towards the principle of development 
in this location, however they are supportive of the ecological enhancements being 

considered as part of the proposals. YWT wish to see further details to see how the site 

seeks to negotiate it relationship with three woodlands all designated as Local Wildlife 
Sites, or Sites on Importance for Nature Conservation). Of particular importance in inter-

connectivity between these sites, and what can be done as part of the proposals to 

encourage that.  

4.2.7 Particular recommendations made include the maintenance and reinforcing of existing on-

site vegetation, planting of native grass species below and between panels, hedgerow and 
trees to enclose the solar arrays, and where necessary, planting of woodland belts to better 

connect the existing LWS/SINCs. Movement of fauna should be preserved by ensuring 

these planting areas are situated outside security fences. 
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5 How the Scheme Responds to Comments Received 

5.1.1 The queries posted by respondents have been considered and effective solutions have 

been identified where necessary and appropriate.  

5.1.2 The project team’s response to the queries received are as follows: 

Table 5.1 – Responses to general feedback received 

Comments/ Queries Response 

PRINCIPLE OF DEVELOPMENT 

Support renewable energy 

development 

This was the most common comment received. This shows local support 

for renewable energy development. 

Disagree with location of 

development 

An explanation of the site selection process is included in the 

Environmental Statement submitted with this application.  

Development will contribute to 

local and national renewable 

energy production goals 

This shows local support for renewable energy development in the local 

area.  

Concerns of proximity to 

dwellings on Camela Lane 

The Planning Statement outlines that the applicant has engaged with the 

occupants of the dwellings on Camela Lane, and has designed site 

specific landscape mitigation in consultation with them. 

Energy produced insignificant for 

area harmed/disrupted 

The Environmental Statement outlines that the development represents 

a significant opportunity to deliver zero carbon electricity generation for 

at least 15,000 homes based on the anticipated 50MW output of the 

scheme.  

The Planning Statement describes that the environmental impacts can 

be mitigated, and the benefits of the scheme outweigh any adverse 

impacts.  

Wind energy is more efficient 

and has lower embodied CO2 

Solar Farms typically have less environmental impacts than wind energy, 

and have an important role to play in meeting renewable energy targets.  

Competing with employment at 

Drax 

The proposals will not result in any employment conflict with Drax. 

There will be no employees located on site during the operation phase.  

Scale of development too large The scale of the proposals reflects the grid offer made to the applicant 

by UKPN to meet the relevant energy demands. 

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT 

Issue with location due to 

existing impact from Drax 

The landscape and visual impacts of the proposals are assessed as part 

of the Environmental Statement which includes Landscape and Visual 

Impact Assessment. This includes consideration of the existing and 

proposed development at Drax. Thee not anticipated to be cumulative 

landscape and visual impacts in relation to this. 

Do not think the site will be well 

screened enough 

The screening proposals have developed further since pre-application 

stage and details of the landscaping proposals (including depictions of 

how the proposals would appear from various points in the surrounding 

area) are included within the application submission. In addition, a new 

woodland area would be provided alongside the public right of way 

running through the site, which would provide screening, ecological and 

biodiversity enhancements, and increased public access and public 

recreation opportunities. 

Concern regarding impact of 

security fencing 

The security fencing is proposed to be screened from view by planting. 

The materials/construction f the fence are in keeping with the character 

of the countryside.  

A green wildlife corridor has been included in the proposals to facilitate 

passageway through the area.  

Issues regarding glare for 

residents 

A Glint and Gare assessment has been undertaken, and is submitted 

with this application. It concludes that there will be no disturbance to 

local residents.  

Visual impact/impact on 

residential amenity 

The Planning Statement outlines that the applicant has engaged with the 

occupants of the dwellings on Camela Lane, and has designed site 

specific landscape mitigation in consultation with them. The applicant 
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has also consulted them in relation to the proposed location of 

technology that emits noise, siting those away from properties.  

No views assessed from 

properties adjacent to the site 

Updated landscape views have been prepared for the submission of the 

application, in consultation with Selby District Council. These are 

included within the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment. Views 

from individual private properties have been discussed with neighbours.  

Planting will enhance visual 

experience of solar farm 

The proposed planting proposals are included within the application 

submission. 

Planting will take too long to 

mature 

The Landscape proposals describe how different age planting (include 

mature planting) is proposed to be used to present effective mitigation 

from construction of the scheme. Images showing what this could look 

like are included in the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment. 

SOCIAL IMPACTS 

Detrimental impact on 

use/enjoyment of 

footpaths/bridleways 

The Planning Statement outlines how the proposals have been set back 

from the public footpaths, and how landscape planting is designed to 

mitigate and enhance the recreational experience. This includes 

providing a wide meadow with fruit trees long the main footpath (which 

is currently a farm track) running through the site. 

Detrimental impact on wildlife 

and habitats 

The ecology report submitted with the application outlines how wildlife 

and habitats have been considered as part of the proposals. The 

mitigation and enhancements across the site are anticipated to result in 

a net gain of biodiversity compared to existing, and provide plants and 

habitat better suited to supporting native wildlife.  

Impact on rural character 

The Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment submitted with the 

application discusses the potential impact on the character of the 

proposals on the wider landscape (including its character). The planning 

statement concludes that the proposed landscape mitigation is 

appropriate and significantly limits the potential impact of the proposals 

on the character of the surrounding area. The Planning Statement 

concludes that any resultant adverse impact is outweighed by the 

positive benefits of the proposals.  

Impact of construction traffic on 

unsuitable road network (inc. 

A1041) 

A construction plan would manage the routing of all construction traffic 

for the site. This would be subject to approval by Selby District Council. 

The Transport Statement submitted with the application outlies the 

parameters for the Construction Traffic Management Plan.  

Devaluation of property 
The applicant is not aware of anything that suggests that properties 

experience devaluation as a result of solar farm development.  

Higher grade agricultural land 

should not be used for solar 

farms 

An explanation of the site selection process is included in the 

Environmental Statement submitted with this application.  

An Agricultural land Classification Report is also submitted with this 

application.  

Use of Camela Lane and Barlow 

Road affected due to 

construction 

A construction plan would manage the routing of all construction traffic 

for the site. This would be subject to approval by Selby District Council. 

The Transport Statement submitted with the application outlies the 

parameters for the Construction Traffic Management Plan. 

Financial support to 

Camblesforth parish for 

community projects 

As part of the proposals, a meadow with fruit trees is proposed that can 

be sued by the community. This is a direct on site benefit that relates to 

the prosed development. We are not aware of local community projects 

that the applicant could be involved with as part of these proposals.  

Concern regarding security to 

discourage vandalism and theft 

The proposed fencing and CCTV system proposed here are used at other 

solar farm sites and have a track record of being effective.  

Concerns about potential for on-

site lighting 

There is no lighting proposed as part of the proposals.  

Issues regarding disruption from 

construction 

A construction plan would manage the routing of all construction traffic 

for the site. It would also manage potential environmental impacts such 

as noise and vibration, associated with construction. This would be 

subject to approval by Selby District Council. The Transport Statement 

submitted with the application outlies the parameters for the 

Construction Traffic Management Plan. 
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Site’s ability to continue to 

function for surface water 

drainage 

A Flood Risk Assessment and Surface Water Drainage Strategy is 

submitted with the planning application. This describes the drainage 

strategy for the site.  

RECOMMENDATIONS  

Sites should utilise former 

industrial/unfarmed areas 

An explanation of the site selection process is included in the 

Environmental Statement submitted with this application. 

Need to consider impact on 

Barlow Common LNR 

The Ecology Report submitted with the application includes how the 

potential impact of the proposals on all Local Nature Reserves in the 

surrounding area has been considered. 

Do not agree area NW of Barlow 

Road should be included 

This area has been removed from the application site. 

Focus development around east 

end nearest to Drax/P3P 

Please refer to the comment above. 

Open boundary to A1041 needs 

screening 

This is included in the landscape planting proposals for the site. Please 

refer to the proposed landscape plan for details of this. 

OTHER/TECHNICAL COMMENTS 

Issues connecting to 

website/feedback form 

User specific issues were resolved with relevant individuals. IT support 

confirmed there were no technical issues with the website for the 

duration of the consultation. 

Inconsistency of red line on 

Plate 9 landscape views 

This has been rectified in the updated visuals for the planning 

application submission.  
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6 Consultation 

6.1.1 The proposed development has been subject to an extensive and iterative process of pre-

application engagement with officers and a public and political consultation exercise. 

6.1.2 The consultation process has helped to inform the proposals through an iterative process 

of comment and design review. 

6.1.3 A good level and range of interest has been shown in the development and the comments 

received. 
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THE SITE

CAMBLESFORTH DRAX

BARLOW

Selby Barlow Common

Burn

Thorne

Goole

Long Drax

Drax Power
Station

A 1041

A 645

Ba
rlo

w 
La

ne

Camela Lane

Camblesforth Solar Farm: Public Consultation
View online 15 October - 29 October 2020
www.lanproservices.co.uk/camblesforth



Ground Mounted Solar Farm – Land north of Camela Lane, 
Camblesforth, North Yorkshire

Lanpro planning consultants invites you to view and comment on the draft 
proposals for a ground mounted solar farm on the land located north of 
the village of Camblesforth, off Camela Lane and Barlow Road (as indicated 
overleaf). The proposals are being consulted on behalf of the developer 
Camblesforth Solar Farm Ltd., a subsidiary of Island Green Power and P3P 
Partners LLP.

The site covers an area of approximately 140 hectares (350 acres). The 
proposed development will include ground mounted solar panels along 
with associated infrastructure including substation, battery storage, CCTV 
cameras and fencing.

Given the current restrictions around COVID-19, it is considered appropriate 
that the public consultation is undertaken online.

The proposals will be available to view via the following website between       
15 October and 29 October 2020.

www.lanproservices.co.uk/camblesforth

We hope that you will be able to view the proposals and share your thoughts 
on the evolving plans via the webpage.

Alternatively, if you are unable to view the website, please write to us at the 
address below to request a copy of the consultation material.

For any further information, or to submit your views via post, please write to:

Camblesforth Solar Farm Development Proposals 
c/o Lanpro
Brettingham House
98 Pottergate
Norwich
NR2 1EQ
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PAGE THIRTY Thursday, October 15th, 2020

RECRUITMENT PUBLIC
NOTICE

Beech Tree Surgery

We are looking for a qualified Dispenser to work at our branch
surgeries.  Must be enthusiastic and a motivated team player.

• NVQ 2 (min) dispensary qualification
• Dispensary experience essential

• Minimum of  4 GCSE’s grade A to C (or equivalent) including
Maths and English

• Good communication and IT skills
• Applicant must be flexible to work at both our Carlton and

Riccall surgeries and to provide holiday cover when required

PART-TIME DISPENSER
Minimum 20 hours per week

For more information please go to jobs@nhs.uk and enter
reference  J180-A0991-20-5780

Contact Jayne Dudding 

for further information

jayne.dudding@gooletimes.info 

or Tel 01405 720110

Recruitment Advertising
has got even bigger

with The Goole Times, 
Selby Times and 
Epworth Times

Place a job vacancy with us and 
your ad will appear in 

Three Paid-for Weekly

Newspapers

Plus 
www.gooletimes.info

and our Facebook 

and Twitter pages!

Looking to recruit?Looking to recruit?

Do you have a passion for supporting individuals 
with severe and enduring mental health issues? 

Are you passionate and hard working? 

WE NEED YOU!

Bel-Esprit Social Care have a fantastic opportunity available for 
Mental Health Support Workers in our brand new, family-run, 

24/7 Residential Home!

Experience working in this area 
and an NVQ Level 3 is desirable but not essential! 

Working hours are negotiable, 
bank applications will also be considered. 

If you are interested 
please email your CV and a cover letter to 

Katie.Ramskill@Bel-Esprit.co.uk 

We will then reply with an application form for you to complete. 

HGV
Trailer Fitter

Required

Full time/permanent
position 

with immediate start. 
Salary negotiable

depending on
experience. 

Please contact

Simon@damac.co.uk

or call

01405 766979 

for further details

Cawood Parish Council

Vacancy for 

Parish Clerk and 

Responsible Financial Officer

Salary will be pro rata, between SCP 13 to 23 
(£22,627pa - £27,741pa) on the 

Local Government NJC scale for clerks, 
dependent on qualifications and experience.  

The post is for 8 hours per week, working mainly from home. 
Closing date for applications is 2nd November 2020. 

Please visit our website at cawoodvillage.org.uk 

for all further details of this permanent post.

on all recruitment advertising 
when booking 

two consecutive weeks

Advertise your vacancy 
with us and 

reach a local audience
of over 27,000

Goole Times , Selby Times & Epworth Times

or email
jayne.dudding@gooletimes.info

Articles
For
Sale
Advertise free of charge

T&C’s apply, see below 
One word per box, max two coupons per household per week.

Purple curtains 90”x90”Example:

Name .......................................................................

Address ...................................................................

Tel (for sale enquiries) .......................................................

Call in or post your completed coupon to arrive no later than 4pm Friday to 
Selby Times, 11 The Crescent, Selby, YO8 4PD or

Goole Times, 102 Boothferry Road, Goole, DN14 6AE
Open to private advertisers only. No cars, motorbikes, boats, caravans, trailers, property,
mobility scooters, electric wheelchairs, mobile SIM cards, firearms, pets, garage/carboot

sale trade or wanted. The publishers do not accept liability to error or omission in a
published advertisement. We cannot guarantee insertion dates, however it is usually in the

next edition of the newspaper. Photo/Fax copies will NOT be accepted. 

Consultation on proposed development:

Ground Mounted Solar Farm at Land

north of Camela Lane, Camblesforth,

North Yorkshire YO8 8HA.

Lanpro planning consultants, on behalf of
Camblesforth Solar Farm Ltd, invite you to
view and comment on the draft proposals

for the development of a new ground
mounted solar farm at land located north of

the village of Camblesforth, off Camela
Lane and Barlow Road.

Our consultation webpage will be online
from the 15th to the 29th October at

www.lanproservices.co.uk/camblesforth
If you require a hard copy of the proposals,

please ring 01603 631319.

We hope that you will be able to view the
proposals and share your thoughts on the

evolving plans.

Goods Vehicle

Operator’s

Licence
Lucius Edward trading
as LZE Limited of  192
Dadswood, Harlow,
London, CM20 1JQ is
applying for an
Operators licence to
keep 1 goods vehicle
and 1 trailer at the
operating centre at
Potterspace Selby,
Barlby Rd, Barlby, Selby,
YO8 5DZ.
Owners or occupiers of
land (including
buildings) near the
operating centre who
believe that their use or
enjoyment of that land
would be affected,
should make written
representations to the
Traffic Commissioner at
Hillcrest House, 386
Harehills Lane, Leeds,
LS9 6NF, stating their
reasons, within 21 days
of this notice.
Representors must at
the same time send a
copy of their
representations to the
applicant at the address
given at the top of this
notice. A guide to
making representations
is available from the
Traffic Commissioners
office.

To Advertise in the
Epworth Times, Goole
Times and Selby Times

Telephone 01405 720110



Consultation on proposed development:
Ground Mounted Solar Farm at Land north of
Camela Lane, Camblesforth, North Yorkshire

YO8 8HA.
Lanpro  planning  consultants,  on  behalf  of
Camblesforth Solar Farm Ltd, invite you to view
and  comment  on  the  draft  proposals  for  the
development  of  a  new  ground  mounted  solar
farm  at  land  located  north  of  the  village  of
Camblesforth,  off  Camela  Lane  and  Barlow
Road.  Our  consultation webpage will  be online
from  the  15th to  the  29th October  at
www.lanproservices.co.uk/camblesforth
We  hope  that  you  will  be  able  to  view  the
proposals  and  share  your  thoughts  on  the
evolving plans.
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Camblesforth Solar Development

Island Green Power (IGP) is a leading developer of 
Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Plants with over 10 years’ 
experience in building and operating solar farms. 
They are committed to responsible land use and 
believe that the development and commercial 
delivery of large-scale solar farms can be achieved 
in harmony with their surroundings.

P3P Partners LLP develop, own and operate an 
extensive portfolio of energy and agri-tech assets 
across the UK. P3P have been comprehensively 
redeveloping their Selby Salads site, which borders 
this solar development, into one of the UK’s leading 
agri-tech development parks with a state-of-the-
art horticultural packhouse, CHP energy centre, and 
Vertical Farming R&D centre.

IGP and P3P, together with Lanpro as planning 
consultants, have been developing a ground mounted 
solar scheme for the Camblesforth site that responds 
positively to local environmental, landscape and 
historical constraints and opportunities.

Pre-application engagement with Selby District 
Council and statutory bodies has been undertaken 
to seek early views on key planning and design 
parameters. This has allowed the project team to 
proactively respond to comments made, and to 
refine early draft proposals ready for engagement 
with the public.

Introduction

What are Solar Farms?

Solar Farms are comprised of solar photovoltaic 
(PV) panels that generate electricity using light 
(not sunshine). Light is a clean renewable natural 
resource that can be harvested and distributed to 
the national grid.  

Solar farms are temporary installations, typically 
on agricultural land. At the end of their operational 
life, which is typically 40 years, the land reverts 
to its former use. This resting of the land can be 
beneficial for the soil, akin to the practice of crop 
rotation.

Site Context and Location

National Ambitions

National Grid’s ambition is to have the technology 
in place to operate a zero carbon electricity system 
by 2025, and a net zero energy system by 2050. 
Their aim is “to build a cleaner, fairer and more 
affordable energy system that serves everyone 
powering the future of our homes, transport and 
industry” (nationalgrid.com). To achieve this, over 
the next ten years they plan to triple the use of the 
UK’s home-grown clean energy so that everyone 
can benefit from clean energy and cleaner air. 
This will be achieved through projects led by both 
National Grid and private individuals.

Finding Suitable Locations for Solar Farms

A suitable site for a solar farm will be:

• Located in an area with sufficient capacity in 
the grid network;

• Located close enough to the grid to allow for 
a reasonable grid connection;

• Large enough to make electricity generation 
viable (typically larger than 15 hectares);

• Relatively flat, open, and unshaded; and
• Free from statutory / environmental 

designations.

1

We are proposing to submit a full planning 
application for the new solar farm this autumn. We 
wish to hear the views of the local community on the 
draft proposals before we finalise our plans.

This web consultation has been designed to provide 
you with information on the draft proposals and to 
request your feedback.



Camblesforth Solar Development

Site Context and Location

The site comprises an area of approximately 140 
hectares (350 acres) of agricultural fields located 
north and south of Camela Lane and south west of 
the Drax Power station.

The site is located north of the village of Camblesforth 
and falls within the parishes of Long Drax and 
Camblesforth.

There is well established natural vegetation around 
the site, with boundaries being made up of a mix of 
hedgerows with scattered trees.

Public Rights of Way

There are a number of Public Rights of Way (PRoW) 
which run adjacent to the site, plus one that run 
through the site (as shown on the plan by the green 
dashed lines). These would be retained as part of the 
proposal.

Ecology

Barlow Common Local Nature Reserve (LNR) lies 300 
metres to the north-west of the site. We have also 
looked at Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) 
and Sites of Important Nature Conservation (SINCs) 
within 4km of the site.

Heritage

The site does not contain any statutory heritage assets 
within it. The closest listed building is the Dovecote 
to Camblesforth Hall which is approximately 500 
metres south of the site which is Grade II listed and 
sits within the grounds of Camblesforth Hall which 
is Grade I listed.

Listed Buildings are identified on the map by brown 
diamonds, and Scheduled Ancient Monuments by 
red and brown circles.

Site context and location map including public accessibility, ecological, and heritage considerations
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Camblesforth Solar Development 3

Energy Generation

The proposal will comprise the installation of 
photovoltaic (PV) panels laid out in arrays of rows 
running from north to south across the site. The 
site has the potential to generate 50MW of power 
which equates to the annual energy consumption of 
approximately 15,000 homes.

Design and Layout

The layout shown is an impression of how the site could 
be arranged. The final design will be subject to the 
results of detailed technical site investigations being 
undertaken, along with feedback from community 
consultation and discussions with Selby District 
Council and their statutory consultees including the 
Highway Authority.

The plan also shows the infrastructure required for 
the operation of the farm, housed in cabinets. A 2 
high metre deer/stock proof fence would be required 
around the edge of the panels, as well as CCTV cameras 

Development Proposals

facing into the site. There would be no need for 
floodlighting. As much of the equipment as possible 
will be colour coordinated with the landscape. Where 
possible it will be green in colour. 

Ecology Proposals

It is proposed a wildflower mix would be planted 
underneath the panels, providing habitat 
enhancement within the site during the operation of 
the solar farm. Further habitat enhancement for birds, 
including skylarks, would be made in surrounding 
fields, alongside the proposals.

Glint and Glare

An assessment of the potential for glint and glare 
arising from the solar panels has been undertaken. 
No impact upon the safety of road users, residential 
amenity or aviation operations is anticipated. 

Traffic

Solar farms generate minimal traffic movements as 
they require little maintenance. The largest generation 
of traffic comes at the construction phase of the 
project. A construction management plan will be 
developed to manage any potential traffic impacts on 
the local area.  The development will utilise existing 
farm accesses.

De-Commissioning

The scheme has been designed to have the lightest 
possible impact on the land in terms of structural 
loading. At the end of the 35-40 year period (exact 
time period to be confirmed) the structure, including 
all ancillary equipment and cabling, would be carefully 
dismantled and removed from the site. Materials 
would be reused or taken to an appropriate location 
for recycling or disposal. The site would be reinstated 
for full agriculture use.

Rotating panel detail drawings

Proposed site layout plan



Camblesforth Solar Development 4

The countryside surrounding the proposal site forms 
part of the agricultural landscape that surrounds Drax 
Power Station and the village of Camblesforth.

The area is characterised by the low-lying arable 
farmland of the levels, with irregular field patterns 
bounded by hedgerows which are sometimes 
fragmented, and hedgerow trees which provide 
some enclosure. Woodland blocks are prevalent and 
shelterbelts merge to reinforce this containment and 
limit views across this area of countryside.

The landscape strategy aims to:

• Enhance and reinforce the existing landscape 
character of the area;

• Where possible, maintain and reinforce existing 
on-site vegetation;

• Provide enclosure to the proposals by planting 
new sections of native hedgerows and trees. This 
would include for new native trees within existing 
and proposed hedgerows which would help to 
provide for greater screening of the array across 
the landscape;

Key Views Around the 
Proposal Site

• Where necessary woodland belts could be planted 
to help connect existing blocks of woodland to 
screen more open views across the array;

• Where possible, the proposals allow for suitable 
offsets from the surrounding residential 
properties, with hedgerows and additional tree 
planting helping screen wider views across the 
array;

• Roadside hedgerows would be reinforced, or 
new sections planted with native species offering 
biodiversity benefits as well as helping to screen 
views of the array and associated infrastructure. A 
similar approach could be undertaken for those 
Public Rights of Way that cross the solar farm;

• Changes to existing land management regime 
to allow field boundary vegetation to grow 
taller providing greater screening across the 
surrounding countryside.



Camblesforth Solar Development

1 - View looking south east towards the Site from Footpath 35.17 4/1. 
This section of Public Footpath leads south from Carr Lane, across the old railway Line 
and then passes alongside the north eastern section of the Solar Farm. Existing views 
are of the arable farmland to the north of Camblesforth including Drax Power Station 
(including the cooling towers). In the foreground a set of large-scale electricity pylons are 
also prominent. The wider Solar Farm would be visible from this location with there being 
closer views of the sections of the array located immediately to the east of this footpath.  
Suitable mitigation measures (as proposed) would help to screen views of the wider solar 
farm and its associated infrastructure, as well as helping to screen and soften views of the 
adjacent sections of the array.

2 - View looking north towards the Site from Camela Lane. 
Camela Lane leads north out of Camblesforth passing thought the Solar Farm and joining 
with Barlow Road. Existing views are of the arable farmland to the north of Camblesforth 
including Drax power Station (including the cooling towers). Woodland blocks mark 
the horizons and help to enclose this area of countryside limiting long distance views. 
Given the direct proximity to the proposals, views of the solar farm and its associated 
infrastructure would be inevitable. However, suitable mitigation measures (as proposed) 
would help to screen views of the wider solar farm and its associated infrastructure, as 
well as helping to screen and soften views of the adjacent sections of the array.

3 - View looking south west towards the Site from Barlow Road (at dismantled railway). 
Barlow Road predominantly passes east alongside the north eastern most section of the 
Solar Farm. It also continues beyond Common Plantation and to the west of the large 
southern section of the array. Existing views are of the surrounding arable farmland and 
woodland blocks. The Drax Power Station (including the cooling towers) is visible to the 
east and has a dominating presence on the horizon here. Otherwise the horizons are 
marked by woodland which encloses this area of countryside and limits long distance 
views. There would be direct views into the solar farm from Barlow Road. However, 
Suitable mitigation measures (as proposed) would help to screen and soften views of the 
adjacent sections of the array.

4 - View looking east towards the Site from Barlow Road/ A1041. 
The A1041 passes to the south west of the solar farm, with only a short section of the 
array being adjacent to the road itself. The adjacent woodland blocks of Sand Pit Wood 
and Cobble Croft Wood combined with the layering of existing field boundary vegetation 
restrict views into the remainder of the proposal site. There are views of the Drax Power 
Station (including the cooling towers) on the horizon, to the north east which dominates 
views in this direction and is a notable element in views from this section of highway. 
There would be views of the adjacent section of the array from the road itself, however 
suitable landscape mitigation planting along the edge of the array would help to screen 
and soften views of the adjacent sections of the array.

5 - View looking south towards the Site from Footpath 35.17 3/1. 
This footpath passes through the middle of the solar farm. Existing views are of the surrounding 
arable farmland, and or the Drax Power Station (including the cooling towers). Woodland 
blocks form the horizons, limiting long distance views. Given the position of this footpath and 
the proposals, there would be views of the surrounding array and associated infrastructure.  
Suitable mitigation measures (as proposed) would help to screen views of the wider solar 
farm, as well as helping to screen and soften views of the immediately adjacent sections 
of the array.

6 - View looking south east towards the Site from the A1041 (near Sand Pit Farm). 
A glimpsed view from the A1041 towards the solar farm, this view is typical of the types 
of views from this section of highway across the surrounding arable farmland. Woodland 
blocks on the horizons limit longer views, and the Drax Power Station (including the 
cooling towers) forms a notable man-made element that dominates the surrounding area. 
Common Plantation screens the majority of the array from view, however there would be 
views of the western most section to the west of Barlow Road. However, the layering of 
existing field boundary vegetation would help to screen and break up views of the Array.  
The proposed mitigation measures would further help to screen views of the solar farm 
in these views.

7 - View looking north west towards the Site from Camela Lane. 
Located on Camela Lane on the northern edge of Camblesforth, this view is representative 
of the type of views likely to be experienced by people in residential properties on the 
northern edge of the village as well as moving along the local roads here. Existing views 
are of the farmland to the north of the settlement, most of which is in arable use, however 
there are some areas of horse paddocks. Native hedgerows mark the field boundaries and 
woodland blocks sit on the horizons. These features enclose the countryside here and 
curtail views, making direct views of the solar farm difficult. The layering of vegetation 
across this area of countryside combine to help screen views of the array. The proposed 
mitigation measures would further help to screen views of the solar farm from here.

8 - View looking north towards the Site from Footpath 35.17 2/2. 
This location is representative of the views from the public footpaths to the north west of 
Camblesforth. Existing views are of the arable countryside and the surrounding woodland 
blocks. These blocks enclose this area of countryside and limit longer distance views. 
From these footpaths there would be direct views of the southern area of the array, 
however the proposed mitigation measures would help to screen views of the solar farm.

9 - View looking north towards the Site from Barlow Mound (no viewpoint photography 
has been possible due to the site being closed until further notice). 
Barlow Mound is associated with the adjacent Drax Power Station. It is a man made 
feature created out of waste product that couldn’t be recycled from the power 
station. The area has been reclaimed and transformed into a natural habitat. This 
private area contains a Skylark Centre as well as a swan Sanctuary. Usually the 
mound is open to the general public and school groups but is currently closed until 
2021. As well as being the home to a large number of endangered and rare species 
of wildlife, the area is farmed and features a number of rest areas and nature walks.  
Existing views from Barlow Mound are of the surrounding arable farmland, woodland 
blocks and the River Ouse, but these are dominated by the immediate presence of 
the massive Drax Power Station and associated infrastructure. Numerous benches and 
seating areas are orientated to provide views of the Power Station from the Mound.  
Given the proximity to the proposed array, and the elevated nature of Barlow Mound, 
it is considered likely that there would be some direct visibility of the north eastern 
sections of the solar farm from Barlow Mound. However, the proposed mitigation 
measures would help to screen and soften the array. It is also considered that the array 
fits with the existing nature of views from the Mound of infrastructure for the generation 
of electricity, and that the array would positively add to this narrative.

Key Views Around the Proposal 
Site

5



Camblesforth Solar Development
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We hope that you support these draft 
development proposals and we would like 
to hear your views and thoughts on the 
scheme.

Please take the time to fill in a Feedback 
Form and return it to us at the address 
below:

Camblesforth Solar Development Proposals
c/o Lanpro Services
Brettingham House
98 Pottergate
Norwich
NR2 1EQ

Please note that this consultation closes on 
Thursday 29 October, so please contact us 
before then.

We look forward to receiving your 
comments.

You will also have a further opportunity 
to comment on the plans directly to Selby 
District Council once the application is 
submitted.

Comment on the Proposals
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Camblesforth Solar Farm Development Proposals

Public Consultation

Thank you for viewing the proposals. Your comments are very important to us and we welcome 

your feedback.

Feedback Form

Do you think the site has the potential to be well screened?3.

Please explain.

Yes No

Do you think the proposals will make a useful contribution to generating renewable energy?2.

Please explain.

Yes No

Do you support the need for renewable energy, including solar farms?1.

Please explain.

Yes No

Do you think the key views we are proposing for the landscape assessment to inform 

landscape proposals for screening are the right ones?

4.

Please explain.

Yes No



We would be pleased if you could advise us of where you live. We will not use these details 

for any other purpose than this consultation.

Name (Optional)

Address

Postcode

You can fill out this form and send your completed forms by email to:

reply@lanproservices.co.uk

Or by post to:

Camblesforth Solar Farm Development Proposals

c/o Lanpro

Brettingham House

98 Pottergate

Norwich

NR2 1EQ

Are there any local sensitivities / characteristics that the development needs to pay particular 

regard to?

5.

If yes, please indicate what these are.

Yes No

Do you have any further comments?6.
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